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account of its remarkable appearance, sent him to be preserved by 
the Rev. Sir Harcourt Lees, Bart., under the name of “ black snipe.” 
It was shot in this country and quite fresh when received by Wall. 
When set up it was presented by Sir H. Lees to the Museum of the 
Royal Dublin Society, but within a few years was attacked by 
moths and destroyed. With reference to the species of the bird in 
question, I have every reliance on the discrimination of my inform- 
ant. 

Eider Duck. Somateria mollissima , Leach. — A few specimens of 
this bird purchased in different years in the Dublin market have been 
preserved by Mr. Glennon, and one individual has in a recent state 
been seen here by R. Ball, Esq., but I have been unable to ascertain 
with certainty whether they were obtained on the Irish coast, al- 
though in all probability they were so. The following note, which 
is satisfactory on this point, was kindly communicated to me by Dr. 
Farran of Dublin, on May 25, 1840 : — “ On Saturday last I received 
a fine specimen of the male Eider alive from Mr. John King, Bre- 
more, Balbriggan ; he saw it struggling to get up the rocks, and, at- 
tracted by its size and unusual plumage, got a boat and secured it : 
a severe injury which it had received in one of the thighs most 
likely prevented its rising.” — W. Thompson, Belfast, June 1840. 

NEW SPECIES OF AGRILUS. 

The Rev. William Little has during the last summer (1839), among 
several other rare insects, discovered a species of Agrilus which ap- 
peared undescribed; and upon being submitted to the examination of 
Mr. Shuck ard for the use of his work on the British Coleoptera, that 
entomologist considered it entirely new to science, and dedicated it 
to its discoverer. This insect was found in the vicinity of Rae Hills in 
Annandale, Dumfries-shire, during the month of June, on a willow 
(S. auriculata ?), confined to a locality not exceeding six yards in 
extent ; about twenty specimens were captured. 

The following are the characters and description from p. 244 of 
Shuckard’s * Elements of British Entomology/ 

Agrilus Littlii, Shuck. 

Granuloso-punctatus , capite thorace et corpore subtus cupreis ; elytris vi - 
ridibus. Length 4 lines. 

Rather finely granulated ; head, thorax, the underside of the body, antennae, 
and legs of a coppery-red. Thorax undulated posteriorly, having a deep 
sinus opposite the centre of each elytron, another central one opposite 
the scutellum, and a deep central fossulet in front of the latter ; the 
sides slightly rounded, depressed and margined, and with a small ab- 
breviated carina just within each of its posterior angles. 


Miscellaneous . 


365 


account of its remarkable appearance, sent him to be preserved by 
the Rev. Sir Harcourt Lees, Bart., under the name of “ black snipe.” 
It was shot in this country and quite fresh when received by Wall. 
When set up it was presented by Sir H. Lees to the Museum of the 
Royal Dublin Society, but within a few years was attacked by 
moths and destroyed. With reference to the species of the bird in 
question, I have every reliance on the discrimination of my inform- 
ant. 

Eider Duck. Somateria mollissima , Leach. — A few specimens of 
this bird purchased in different years in the Dublin market have been 
preserved by Mr. Glennon, and one individual has in a recent state 
been seen here by R. Ball, Esq., but I have been unable to ascertain 
with certainty whether they were obtained on the Irish coast, al- 
though in all probability they were so. The following note, which 
is satisfactory on this point, was kindly communicated to me by Dr. 
Farran of Dublin, on May 25, 1840 : — “ On Saturday last I received 
a fine specimen of the male Eider alive from Mr. John King, Bre- 
more, Balbriggan ; he saw it struggling to get up the rocks, and, at- 
tracted by its size and unusual plumage, got a boat and secured it : 
a severe injury which it had received in one of the thighs most 
likely prevented its rising.” — W. Thompson, Belfast, June 1840. 

NEW SPECIES OF AGRILUS. 

The Rev. William Little has during the last summer (1839), among 
several other rare insects, discovered a species of Agrilus which ap- 
peared undescribed; and upon being submitted to the examination of 
Mr. Shuck ard for the use of his work on the British Coleoptera, that 
entomologist considered it entirely new to science, and dedicated it 
to its discoverer. This insect was found in the vicinity of Rae Hills in 
Annandale, Dumfries-shire, during the month of June, on a willow 
(S. auriculata ?), confined to a locality not exceeding six yards in 
extent ; about twenty specimens were captured. 

The following are the characters and description from p. 244 of 
Shuckard’s * Elements of British Entomology/ 

Agrilus Littlii, Shuck. 

Granuloso-punctatus , capite thorace et corpore subtus cupreis ; elytris vi - 
ridibus. Length 4 lines. 

Rather finely granulated ; head, thorax, the underside of the body, antennae, 
and legs of a coppery-red. Thorax undulated posteriorly, having a deep 
sinus opposite the centre of each elytron, another central one opposite 
the scutellum, and a deep central fossulet in front of the latter ; the 
sides slightly rounded, depressed and margined, and with a small ab- 
breviated carina just within each of its posterior angles. 


Miscellaneous . 


365 


account of its remarkable appearance, sent him to be preserved by 
the Rev. Sir Harcourt Lees, Bart., under the name of “ black snipe.” 
It was shot in this country and quite fresh when received by Wall. 
When set up it was presented by Sir H. Lees to the Museum of the 
Royal Dublin Society, but within a few years was attacked by 
moths and destroyed. With reference to the species of the bird in 
question, I have every reliance on the discrimination of my inform- 
ant. 

Eider Duck. Somateria mollissima , Leach. — A few specimens of 
this bird purchased in different years in the Dublin market have been 
preserved by Mr. Glennon, and one individual has in a recent state 
been seen here by R. Ball, Esq., but I have been unable to ascertain 
with certainty whether they were obtained on the Irish coast, al- 
though in all probability they were so. The following note, which 
is satisfactory on this point, was kindly communicated to me by Dr. 
Farran of Dublin, on May 25, 1840 : — “ On Saturday last I received 
a fine specimen of the male Eider alive from Mr. John King, Bre- 
more, Balbriggan ; he saw it struggling to get up the rocks, and, at- 
tracted by its size and unusual plumage, got a boat and secured it : 
a severe injury which it had received in one of the thighs most 
likely prevented its rising.” — W. Thompson, Belfast, June 1840. 

NEW SPECIES OF AGRILUS. 

The Rev. William Little has during the last summer (1839), among 
several other rare insects, discovered a species of Agrilus which ap- 
peared undescribed; and upon being submitted to the examination of 
Mr. Shuck ard for the use of his work on the British Coleoptera, that 
entomologist considered it entirely new to science, and dedicated it 
to its discoverer. This insect was found in the vicinity of Rae Hills in 
Annandale, Dumfries-shire, during the month of June, on a willow 
(S. auriculata ?), confined to a locality not exceeding six yards in 
extent ; about twenty specimens were captured. 

The following are the characters and description from p. 244 of 
Shuckard’s * Elements of British Entomology/ 

Agrilus Littlii, Shuck. 

Granuloso-punctatus , capite thorace et corpore subtus cupreis ; elytris vi - 
ridibus. Length 4 lines. 

Rather finely granulated ; head, thorax, the underside of the body, antennae, 
and legs of a coppery-red. Thorax undulated posteriorly, having a deep 
sinus opposite the centre of each elytron, another central one opposite 
the scutellum, and a deep central fossulet in front of the latter ; the 
sides slightly rounded, depressed and margined, and with a small ab- 
breviated carina just within each of its posterior angles. 


366 


Miscellaneous. 


Elytra of a brilliant golden green, as wide as the thorax in front, and slightly 
attenuated at the apex, where each is rounded and the edge furnished 
with minute denticulations. 

I have dedicated this species to the Rev. W. Little, as a small 
testimonial of the extensive services he has rendered to British En- 
tomology in exploring its productions in the northern parts of the 
island. 

Mr. Stephens, upon the faith of a casual glimpse of this insect, 
says in the Appendix to his ‘ Manual/ that this species greatly re- 
sembles the A. mendaxol Dejeari, described by Mannerheim, 'Bullet, 
des Natural, de Moscou/ 1837, No. viii. p. Ill ; by a comparison of 
the two descriptions, it will however be found that two insects, in 
the same genus, could not well differ more, their only points of re- 
semblance being the small carinse at the base of the thorax. The 
A. mendax is also one and a half line longer, a great difference in 
small insects. 

ON ME. GRAY’S EDITION OF TURTON’s MANUAL. 

Notice respecting the new edition of * Turton’s Manual of the Land - 
and Fresh-water Shells of the British Islands , thoroughly revised 
and much enlarged , by John Edward Gray , Esq., F.R.S. fyc.* By 
the Rev. William Hincks, F.L.S. 

Though far from being all that might be desired. Dr. Turton’s 
Manual has been found a convenient and useful book by those inter- 
ested in the study of the British land and fresh-water molluscous 
animals ; and though some may wish that Mr. Gray had rather been 
induced to publish an original work on the subject, his improvements 
in this edition give it a greatly increased value, and will be grate- 
fully received by the lovers of this pleasing and generally accessible 
branch of Natural History. 

But there is one part of Mr. Gray’s plan, which he deserves our 
thanks for introducing at all, which he was obliged to execute, as he 
himself informs us, from such very imperfect materials, that the 
benefit we derive from what he has attempted will consist rather in 
the quantity of information that he will cause to be collected, than 
in any great reliance that can be placed on what he has now given. 

I refer to that part of his introduction which relates to the geo- 
graphical distribution of the land and fresh- water mollusca in Great 
Britain. His materials are no doubt good as proofs of the presence 
of certain species in certain districts, but they are too imperfect to 
allow of any safe negative conclusions. 

From no disposition to depreciate his admirable work, but for the 
assistance of those who use it, I here note down a few facts which 
have fallen under my own notice in contradiction to his statements. 
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